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By  Urn  Nicholas 

MBCB  staff  writer 

Editor's  note:  Spring  break! 
Sleep  late?  Not  for  hundreds  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  Student  Union 
(BSU)  members  who  scattered 
across  the  country  during  their 
spring  break  to  take  advantage  of 
missions  opportunities.  BSUers 
traveled  to  Maryland  and 
Delaware,  where  Mississippi 
Baptists  enjoy  a  partnership  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  Baptist 
Convention  of  Maryland/ 
Delaware,  to  participate  in  partner¬ 
ship  missions  projects  involving  on- 
campus  witnessing,  music,  inner 
city  ministry,  and  church  and  camp 
renovations.  Following  is  the  final 
installment  of  a  three-part  series. 

Jessica  Gilbert  of  Meridian,  a 
student  at  Meridian 
Community  College  (MCC), 
captured  the  essence  of  reach¬ 
ing  out  to  people  by  participat¬ 
ing  in  ouBfeionss  "They  give 
back  more  fb  me  than  I  could 
have  ever  given  to  them." 

Gilbert  traveled  with  seven 
other  students  and  her  MCC 
Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU) 
director,  Jennifer  Colburn,  dur¬ 
ing  their  spring  break  to  work 
in  a  mission  center  in  inner  city 
Baltimore. 

JThe  group  restocked  the 
community  pantry  at  Canton 


the  essence  of  missions  comes 
to  most  of  the  students  who 
ostensibly  "give  'up"  some- 


BIBLE  STORIES  —  Shakina  Wheeler  of  Shreveport,  a  Baptist  Student 
Union  (BSU)  member  at  Mississippi  University  for  Women  in 
Columbus,  reads  a  story  to  children  at  the  child  care  center  operated  by 
Seventh  Baptist  Church  in  Baltimore.  Miller  was  one  of  hundreds  of 
Mississippi  BSUers  who  raised  their  own  funds  to  participate  in  spring 
break  mission  trips  to  Maryland  and  Delaware.  (Photo  by  Tim  Nicholas) 

thing,  sHEh  as  a  spring  break,  a  — 'this 'trip  would  be  more  behefi- 
little  money,  some  physical  cial  than  staying  at  home." 
labor,  or  a  little  sleep,  to  help  She  said  the  clinic  work  was 
those  in  need.  The  volunteers  a  real  encouragement  for  her, 
invariably  say  they  are  happy  seeing  the  doctors  and  nurses 
with  their  choices.  all  working  as  volunteers.  "I 

"Where  did  my  spring  break  realized  there  are  places  of  the 
go?"  asked  MCC  student  Tyler  same  type  that  we  - 
Miller  of  Meridian.  "I'll  say  need  to  be  plugging 
with  pride  I  went  to  Baltimore."  into  Mississippi, 

Miller  said  he  had  been  think-  she  pointed  out. 
ing  that  he  could  use  the  week  to  Nancy  Aulds,  BSU 
catch  up  on  school  work,  but  director  at  MUW, 
admitted  he  probably  wouldn't  said  the  mission  trip 
have  gotten  much  school  work  contained  some 
done.  "Here,  I've  been  produc-  unusual  events, 
tive.  I  didn't  know  that  missions  "You  should  have 
could  be  so  much  fun.  Time  has  been  here  yesterday 
passed  so  quickly  here  (in  to 'see  the  lady  who 
Baltimore),  he  said/  kept  hitting  herself 

Josh  Hamblin  of  Blue  in  the  forehead  at  the 
Springs,  a  student  at  Northeast  boutique.  God  knew 
Mississippi  Community  College  this  was  where  we 
in  Booneville,  worked  in  a  bou-  needed  to  be  (to  help 
tique  operated  by  Seventh  people  in  need)." 

Baptist  Church  in  Baltimore.  A  total  of  15  stu- 

^You  feel  God  is  pulling  at  dents  from  Southwest 
you  to  do  something,  he  said.  Mississippi  Com- 
Hamblin  was  part  of  a  group  m unity  College 
of  BSUers  spearheaded  by  stu-  (SWMCC)  in  Summit 
dents  from  the  Mississippi  and  their  sponsor. 

University  for  Women  (MUW)  BSU  director  Ed 
in  Columbus,  that  worked  in  a  Abels,  worked  during 
medical  clinic  and  child  care  spring  break  in 
program  related  to  Seventh  Wilmington,  Del.,  at 
Church  —  where  Southern  Bethany  Baptist  __ 
Baptist  missions  pioneer  Annie  Church  and  its  SPRUCI 


translators,  performed  music, 
taught  crafts,  conducted  a 
Bible  study,  and  led  a  prayer 
walk  in  the  Spanish  mission's 
neighborhood. 

The  BSUers  also  painted, 
witnessed  an  the  streets,  and 
helped  with  area  cleanup 

is  said  local  Baptist  lead- 
prepared  well  for  the 
tars,  who  "always  did  what 
they  were  asked  to  do.  Parents, 
home  churches,  and  SWMCC 
can  take  pride  in  the  service 
and  testimony  these  BSU  'kids' 
offered  in  Delaware,"  he  said. 

"It  was  awesome  to  see  that 
God  was  really  using  us  to  help 
at  this  center,"  said  SWMCC  stu¬ 
dent  Della  Hamilton  of  Summit. 

Mississippi  BSUers  personal¬ 
ly  raised  funds  to  pay  their  way 
to  Mary  kind  and  Delaware  for 
the  spring  break  mission  trips. 

For  more  information  on 
BSU  ministries  in  Mississippi, 
contact  Weaver  McCracken, 


530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3302  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651.  E-mail:wmccrack- 
en@mbcb.org. 


Baptist  Church,  painted  several  ing  that  he  could  use  the  week  to 
areas  of  the  church,  engaged  in  catch  up  on  school  work,  but 
neighborhood  cleanup  includ-  admitted  he  probably  wouldn't 
ing  the  removal  of  graffiti,  and  have  gotten  much  school  work 
worked  in  a  boys  and  girls  club.  done.  "Here,  I've  been  produc- 
Gilbert's  understanding  of  tive.  I  didn't  know  that  missions 


STOCKING  UP  —  Jennifer  Colburn  (left),  Baptist  Student  Union 
director  at  Meridian  Community  College  (MCC)  in  Meridian,  assists 
MCC  students  Jessica  Gilbert  (center)  of  Meridian  and  Tyler  Miller  of 
Meridian  in  stocking  the  community  pantry  at  Canton  Baptist 
Church  in  inner-city  Baltimore.  (Photo  by  Tim  Nicholas) 


could  be  so  much  fun.  Time  has 
passed  so  quickly  here  (in 
Baltimore),  he  said.  ' 

Josh  Hamblin  of  Blue 
Springs,  a  student  at  Northeast 
Mississippi  Community  College 
in  Booneville,  worked  in  a  bou¬ 
tique  operated  by  Seventh 
Baptist  Church  in  Baltimore. 

^'You  feel  God  is  pulling  at 
you  to  do  something,  he  said. 

Hamblin  was  part  of  a  group 
of  BSUers  spearheaded  by  stu¬ 
dents  from  the  Mississippi 
University  for  Women  (MUW) 
in  Columbus,  that  worked  in  a 
medical  clinic  and  child  care 
program  related  to  Seventh 
Church  —  where  Southern 
Baptist  missions  pioneer  Annie 
Armstrong  was  baptized. 

Armstrong  is  the  namesake 
for  Southern  Baptists'  annual 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 
for  North  American  Missions. 

MUW  nursing  student  Mia 
Turner  of  Fulton  said  that 
school  is  stressful  and  T  knew 


Church  and  its  SPRUCING  UP  —  Southwest  Mississippi 
Spanish  mission.  New  Community  College  Baptist  Student  Union 
Hope  Baptist  Center,  members  Della  Hamilton  (back)  of  Summit, 
According  to  Adrienne  Garner  (center)  of  Magnolia,  and  Jill 
SWMCC  student  Albritton  of  Bogue  Chitto  help  paint  a  down- 
Amy  Freeman  of  stairs  hallway  during  their  spring  break  mission 
McComb,  the  group  trip  to  Bethany  Baptist  Church  and  its  Spanish 
gave  their  testi-  mission.  New  Hope  Center,  both  of  which  are 
monies  through  located  in  Wilmington,  Del.  (BR  special  photo) 
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Our  simple  responsibility 


IT'S  GOING  TO  BE  COUP 

tonight.  pont  forget  to 
wrap  vour  Pipes,  bring  in 
nour  psts,  and  expect 

SOME  CALLERS  FROM  THE 
LOCAL  BAPTIST  CHURCH /" 


Editor's 

Notebook 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


On  the  Sunday  just  oast,  he  walked  the 
aisle  and  asked  to  be  baptized  into  the  fel¬ 
lowship  of  believers. 

It's  that  simple.  It  really  is.  Each  one  of 
us  has  the  responsibility  to  share  the  sim¬ 
ple  message  of  salvation  with  as  many  lost 
people  as  we  can.  It's  the  way  Jesus  did  it. 

Let's  not  add  anything,  and  let's  not  take 
anything  away.  Let's  just  take  the  mission 
that  was  left  for  us  and  get  it  done  before 
Jesus  comes  again  —  and  he  is  coming  again. 
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of  the  intellectual  overkill  that  has  so  compli 
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Christian  Action  Commission 
and  the  Southern  Baptist  Ethics 
and  Religious  Liberty 
Commission,  as  they  help 
southern  Baptists  apply  bibli¬ 
cal,  moral  principles  in  every 
area  and  relationship' of  life. 

♦  As  a  partner  in  the  harvest 
1  participate  in  volunteer  mis¬ 
sions  projects  both  overseas  and 
here  in  Mississippi.  I  am  deeply 
conscious  of  the  value  of  coop- 


/n  the  year  2000,  as  a 
Southern  Baptist,  I  am!  join¬ 
ing  other  Baptists  from  around 
the  world  in  celebrating  the  75th 
anniversary  of  The  Cooperative 
Program  (tP)  —  the  most  effec¬ 
tive  and  efficient  denomination¬ 
al  mission  support  program  in 
the  world.  In  1925,  the  name  The 
Cooperative  Program  was  given 
to  the  plan  of  one  unified  appeal 
for  mission  support  with  giving 
by  individuals,  churches,  state 
conventions,  and  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  The  theme 
for  the  2000  anniversary  year  is 
Partners  In  The  Harvest. 

Please  allow  me  to  count  my 
blessings  derived  through  CP: 

♦  As  a  partner  in  the  narvest 
I  am  obedient  to  our  Lord's 
command  in  the  Great 
Commission  (Matt.  28:18-20). 

♦  As  a  partner  in  the  harvest  seminaries.  1  have 
I  am  privileged  to  teach  Bible  grown  spiritually 
Study  in  Sunday  School  and  from  the  preaching 
WMU.  My  husband,  Dave,  and  of  the  Word 
I  have  taught  Experienceing  of  God  by  V 
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I'm  a  'Partner  in 
the  Harvest’ 
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By  Sue  Hash  Dockery,  member 
Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson 


eration  when  we  work  together 
rs  attended  college  toward  one  common  goal: 
father,  a  son  and  telling  the  world  about  Jesus, 
law,  a  granddaugh-  ♦Asa  partner  in  the  harvest 
-in-law,  a  sister,  two  1  serve  on  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
■s,  and  a  nephew  Convention  Board  and  have  the 
ve  all  graduated  unique  experience  of  being  a 
rom  Mississippi  part  of  the  decision-making 
College.  My  momer  team  of  Mississippi  Baptists, 
attended  Woman's  ♦Asa  partner  in  the  harvest 
College,  now  I  have  the  privilege  to  pray  for 
William  Carey  the  lost,  and  for  laborers  in  the 
College.  harvest  around  the  world.  I  can 

♦  As  a  partner  in  be  consistent  in  sharing  my 
the  harvest  1  Christian  testimony  and  strive 

Pknow  that  I  to  live  it  every  day. 

have  a  part  My  faithful  giving  to  CP, 
in  support-  along  with  giving  by  other 
ing  the  members  of  the  2000  Southern 
Annuity  Baptist  churches  in  Mississippi 
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Looking  back 


Missionaries  appointed  for  world  service 


BAPTISTS 


Mi'-M.  .!]  I 

ary  to  a  recent  to  places 

widower.  They  fell  in  love  PREPARING  TO  GO  —  Thirty-eight  new  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  say  they  heard  Bashkortostan,  Kyrgyz- 

and  plan  to  marry  in  May.  God's  call  to  missions  in  both  conventional  and  unconventional  ways.  Some  of  the  new  stan,  Morocco,  ana  cities 
"God  graciously  workers,  appointed  March  31  at  Travis  Avenue  Church  in  Fort  Worth,  cited  events  as  tra-  in  China, "^*he  said,  "but 

brought  our  lives  along-  ditional  as  an  Acteens  convention  or  a  visit  to  Glorieta,  but  others  heard  God's  call  in  never  forget  that  God's 
side  each  other,  filling  a  ways  as  unusual  as  an  e-mail  relationship  with  a  missionary  overseas  or  a  backpacking  will  is  dynamic.  It  is  not  a 
hole  that  had  been  left  in  and  canoeing  trip  into  Central  America.  (BP  photo  by  Sandy  King)  once  for  all  call,  and  that's 

our  hearts  and  in  our  fam-  - 

ilies'  lives,"  Ray  said.  "Our  losses  ety  of  ways 
are  hard  to  understand,  but  God 
has  generously  redeemed  them. 

When  I  look  back  on  my  life  and 
see  what  God  has  done  to  work 
out  his  calling  in  my  life,  I  am 
humbled  ana  stand  in  amaze¬ 
ment  of  an  awesome  God." 

Ray  is  among  Southern 

Baptists'  38  newest  international  Volunteer  missions  projects 
missionaries,  appointed  March  overseas  and  taking  the 
31  in  services  at  Travis  Avenue  "Experiencing  God"  course. 

Church  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  meanwhile,  continue  to  stand 
The  appointment  service  out  as  primary  vehicles  for 
capped  Global  Missions  Week  at  leading  people  to  missions  ser- 
Southwestem  Seminary,  which  vice  overseas, 
incltided  missionaries  speaking  And  just  As  the  means  for  the 
in  classes  and  International  call  vanes,  so  do  the  profession- 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  leaders  al  backgrounds  of  the  candi¬ 
preaching  in  chapel  services.  dates.  New  missionaries  today  wilderness  an< 

In  addition  to  the  38,  three  no  longer  fit  the  stereotype  c.' 
additional  apprentice  missionar-  pastors  and  church  staff  and 
ies  were  presented  during  the  their  spouses, 
appointment  service.  Apprentice  Among  the  38  appointed 

missionaries  meet  all  the  were  a  chiropractor,  a  childcare 
requirements  for  career  appoint-  center  director,  a  businessman,  a 
ment,  except  for  ministry  experi-  lawyer,  a  doctor,  a  teacher,  a 
ence,  which  they  gain  overseas  -  nurse,  a  clinical  technician,  a  for- 
during  their  three-year  term.  mer  independent  missionary. 

In  the  appointment  service,  and  others  representing  a  vari-  er  you  equally  foolish, 
the  new  IMB  missionaries  testi-  ety  of  professioftal  backgrounds, 
fied  how  God's  call  to  overseas  including  the  pastorate  and 
missions  today  comes  in  a  vari-  church  staff  positions. 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


i  —  some  as  tradi-  IMB  President  Jerry  Rankin 
tional  as  an  Acteens  convention  likened  them  to  the  apostle 
or  a  visit  to  Glorieta,  a  LifeWay  Paul,  who  made  what  appeared  ^ 

conference  center  in  New  to  others  to  be  "foolish  deci- 
Mexico,  but  others  as  uncon-  sions"  but  which  God  used  in 
ventional  as  an  email  relation-  dramatic  and  mighty  ways  to  /  ^ 

ship  with  a  missionary  overseas  spread  the  gospel  throughout 
or  a  backpacking  and  canoeing  the  world. 
trip  into  central  America.  Paul  could  have  been  a 

"prominent  leader  of  the  early 
church  in  Jerusalem,  been  at  the 

forefront  of  the  harvest  that  was  why  he  demands  that  we  walk 
sweeping  Jews  into  the  king-  by  faith,  develop  a  relationship 
dom  ana  gained  an  unimagin-  of  trust  and  in  submissiveness 
able  reputation  for  himself,  u  he  follow  his  lordship.  God  has  a 
had  not  had  such  a  passion  for  right  to  direct  your  life  any- 
the  Gentiles,"  Rankin  said.  where  and  at  anytime." 

"How  foolish  to  give  all  of 

that  up  to  traipse  about  over  I  -  A,"  w  V'v»'4*  1' >.  >■ 

desert,  to  be 

of  attacked  by  wild  animals,  ship-  y  ‘  „ 

wrecked,  subjected  to  hunger,  L 

deprivation,  to  be  misunder-  JyP*  ‘  -j  Jf  '-J 

stood,  stoned,  beaten,  and  ^ 

imprisoned,  when  he  could  have  s X  f*  ~  ®  pij 

stayed  in  Jerusalem  and  Antioch  f 
and  enjoyed  a  comfortable  and 

successful  pastorate!"  he  said.  * 

"Manv  people  could  consid-  f  A  rf.  ^jP  .VCj/'S™? 

\  "  . Rankin  fWX'M  1 4^  ''X*’?. 

told  the  new  missionaries.  ’In  ‘  *  *'«V  ' 

"Some  of  you  have  family  that  J  d  ■-*-  *.>,  -  ; 

just  cannot  understand  why  feTri  „„  ,»  {,  yjBl 

you  would  leave  a  successful  %  t\T 

career  and  an  affluent  lifestyle.  §1  t  .  ®  .vll  '^"i 

Your  church  has  provided  well  '  1 

for  you  and  reminded  you  how  ■ ' 
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Mega-churches  to  partner 

ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  Officials  with  the  North 
American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  are  hoping  today's  mega¬ 
churches  will  beget  mega-churches  in  other  cities.  Five 
Southern  Baptist  crunches  thus  far  are  partnering  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  agency  to  start  "flagship"  or 
"regional"  churches  in  four  large  cities  with  the  ultimate  goal 
of  reaching  every  people  group  in  those  cities  with  the  gospel. 

The  sponsoring  churches  and  the  cities  where  leaders  will 
plant  new  churches:  Thomas  Road  Church,  Lynchburg,  Va.  — • 
Chicago;  First  Church,  Orlando,  Fla.  —  Philadelphia;  First 
Church,  Woodstock,  Ga.  —  Las  Vegas;  Pres  ton  wood  Church, 
Dallas  —  Boston;  and  First  Church,  Euless,  Texas  —  Boston. 


READY  TO  SERVE  —  Mark 
and  Kristie  Aderholt  of  Fort 
Worth,  share  how  God  called 
them  to  career  overseas  mis¬ 
sions.  They  were  among  38  new 
missionaries  appointed  during 
an  International  Mission  Board 
appointment  service  Match  31 
at  Travis  Avenue  Churdvin  Fort 
Worth.  The  Aderholts  will  serve 
in  the  Central  and  Eastern 
Europe  region.  (BP  photo  by 
Sandy  King) 


David  Montoya,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Gravette,  Ark.  and  a  member 
of  the  1990  SBC  nominating  committee,  announces  he  will  challenge  the 
committee's  report  at  the  SBC  annual  meeting  June  12-14  in  New  Orleans. 
"I  was  told  ...  this  committee  would  be  inclusive  ...  it  was  not,"  he  said. 


Louie  Farmer  is  retiring  after  34  years  in  Baptist  student  work.  Director 
of  the  BSU  at  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  since  1954,  Farmer 
began  his  ministry  in  student  work  at  Clarke  College  in  1946.  A  Texas 
native,  he  is  a  graduate  of  Baylor  University  and  Southwestern  Seminary. 


Betty  Cooper  of  Mississippi  College,  Maurine  Sparkman  of  Blue  Mountain 
College,  Bill  Causey  of  Mississippi  College,  and  Jean  Faulkner  of  Holmes 
Junior  College,  have  been  selected  Baptist  Student  Union  summer  missionar¬ 
ies  for  1950.  Approximately  $2,000  is  needed  to  send  all  four  students. 
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Performing  Arts  Fest  posts  second  record 


total  surpassed  last  year's 
total  of  425  participants  — 
also  a  record  number. 

Classes  ranged  from  pup¬ 
petry  to  drama  to  clowning  to 
!hurch,  Brandon,  registered  a  recreation,  all  with  an  eye 
participants.  toward  evangelism, 

tator  Harvey  Ellis,  consultant  in  The  classes  offered  oppor- 
?leship  and  Family  Ministry  tunities  to  teach  Christ  in  a 
nt  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  unique  way,  said  Ellis.  "The 
n  Board  (MBCB),  said  this  year's  people  involved  are  teaching 

discipleship  (and)  telling  sto- 
1  ries  about  now  you  can  grow 
jpS§j|j  '  /  in  relationship  to  Christ/ 

,  W  tEe'  ;  *1  The  festival  allows  adults 

*f  j&sF  '  I  and  vouth  to  see  others  excited 

II  1  about  sharing  Christ  creatively, 

|  •'  mm  §  he  said.  "It  encourages  them  to 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

MBCB  staff  writer 


ngo  back  to  their  church,  home, 

or  schools  and  live  out  their  HERE'S  HOW  —  Sha 
lives  in  the  same  way."  First  Church,  Petal,  talks ' 

About  one-half  of  the  par-  Church,  Petal,  during 
ticipants  at  this  year's  confer-  Performing  Arts  Festival 
ence  were  adults,  noted  Ellis,  taught  classes  in  creative 

Previously,  nearly  two-thirds  - 

were  youth.  pump,  a: 

He  pointed  out  that  although  three  con-  Lisa,  wh 
ference  leaders  were  from  out  of  state,  the  Fairview 
remainder  of  the  leaders  were  from  Lisa  p 
Mississippi.  "This  shows  the  wealth  of  ere-  it  out  an 
ative  worship  leadership  we  have  in  our  "The 
state,"  he  said.  Makedo 

One  home-grown  leader,  Keith  whenev< 
Burchfield,  a  member  of  Fairview  Church,  The 
Columbus,  taught  balloon  sculpting  —  Performi 
from  funny  hats  to  animals.  His  major  work  23-24  at 
Modeling  their  balloon  sculpture  hats  at  the  2000  Mississippi  of  art  was  Noah's  Ark,  complete  with  ani-  more  inf< 
ing  Arts  Festival  were  (from  left)  Fern  Stone  of  Emmanuel  Church,  mals  and  a  rainbow.  .>  r-  Box  530, 

t  Moore,  1 3,  of  East  Booneville  Church,  Booneville;  and  Chance  Burchfield  became  involved  in  balloon  (601)  29: 


art  after  he  bought  a  bag  of  balloons,  a  (800)  748-1651.  E-mail:  hgellis@MBCB.org. 


Are  You  Attractive? 


Recently  a  research  study  *  f  lT  T' 

done  by  a  university  revealed  f 

that  not  only  are  human  beings 
attracted  to  attractive  people,  '  $ 

mosquitoes  are  also.  The  f.mm  rim  putrai 

research  studv  says  that  mos-  ...  .  . 

quitoes  do  not  just  zero  in  on  a  Mississipf 

target  randomly,  but  actually 

are  attracted  to  appealing  sub-  -  ■— = 

jects.  The  study  showed  that  in  a  church  reaching  people.  Let 
mosquitoes  could  be  attracted  •  me  suggest  that  number  one  is 
to  a  person  from  hundreds  of  friendliness. 
yards  away  depending  on  their  Being  friendly  is  not  the 
clothing,  bream,  or  scent.  The  power  that  will  save  someone, 
researchers  even  found  out  that  but  being  unfriendly  may 
such  things  as  medicine  for  keep  someone  from  coming  to 
high  blood  pressure  created  an  know  Jesus.  The  writer  of 
aroma  that  was  appealing  to  Proverbs  was  correct  when  he 
the  mosquito.  said,  "If  a  man  is  going  to  have 

Now,  the  study  did  not  say  friends,  he  must  show  himself 
whether  they  were  attracted  to  friendly."  Friendliness  is  not 
good  breath  or  bad  breath,  or  just  the  smile  you  give  with  a 
what  kind  of  body  scent  made  nandshake  you  extend  during 
folks  appealing,  but  apparent-  a  one-  to  two-minute  fellow- 
ly  for  mosquitoes  it  makes  a  ship  time  in  the  worship  ser- 
difference!  I  suppose  that  it  is  vice.  No,  it  is  a  warm  and  car- 
the  reason  a  large  group  of  ing  sensitivity  that  is  felt  on 
people  can  be  in  tne  same  the  parking  lot.  It  is  an  unseen, 
place  and  mosquitoes  will  but  understood,  attitude  that 
come  to  one  person  and  not  extends  a  spirit  of  "May  I  help 
even  bother  the  others.  you?"  and,  "We  genuinely  are 

As  you  may  or  may  not  be  glad  that  you  are  here!*'  At 
aware,  churches  and  individual  times  it  seems  as  though  we 
Christians  attract  other  people,  church  folks  have  a  "cnurch 
and  some  folks  —  ana  feme  friendliness"  that  doesn't 
churches —  do  not.  What  is  it  extend  beyond  the  boundaries 
that  makes  churches  attractive?  of  when  we  are  supposed  tabe 
Without  a  doubt,  there  are  religiously  "on." 
many  different  dimensions  to  a  Some  time  ago  I  was  at  a 
church  being  appealing.  What  church  for  a  meeting  —  in  fact. 


Dilday  to 
retire  from 
Truett  post 

JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (ABP) 
—  Former  Southwestern 
Seminary  President  Russell 
Dilday  isjetiring  after  six  years 
as  a  professor  at  Baylor 
University's  George  W.  Truett 
Theological  Seminary. 

Dilday,  69,  will  retire  in 
August,  Baylor  officials 
announced  March  1 7. 

"All  of  us  at  Baylor 
University  are  grateful  for  the 
service  of  Russell  Dilday,  not 
only  to  the  university  and  Truett 
Seminary,  but  also  for  his  life¬ 
time  of  extraordinary  service  to 
Texas  Baptists  and,  indeed, 
Baptists  throughout  the  world," 
Baylor  President  Robert  Sloan 
said  in  a  statement. 

Dilday,  a  distinguished  pro¬ 
fessor  of  homiletics  and  special 
assistant  to  the  president,  also 
served  as  Truett's  interim  dean, 
when  Sloan,  the  seminary's 
original  dean,  became  president 
of  the  Baptist-affiliated  universi¬ 
ty  in  Waco,  Texas,  in  1995. 
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Nigeria  Baptists  bury  dead,  look  to  future 


KADUNA,  Nigeria  (BP)  —  Baptists  in 
Nigeria  are  sifting  through  the  ashes'  and 
counting  the  cost  after  the  Baptist  seminary 
in  Kaduna  was  attacked  during  riots  in  late 
February. 

Eleven  people  —  including  two  stu¬ 
dents  and  a  retired  maintenance  man  — 
were  killed  when  a  mob  overran  the  cam¬ 
pus  Feb.  22.  Another  student  had  been 
killed  in  town  the  day  before. 

The  cost  of  replacing  buildings  burned 
during  the  assault  may  run  as  high  as  $5.3 
million,  reported  Uche  Enyioha,  president 
of  the  seminary.  And  that  doesn't  include 
the  cost  of  replacing  school  furnishings, 
personal  belongings,  and  library  books, 
which  had  just  reached  the  10,000  level 
required  for  accreditation. 

The  destruction  of  buildings  and  even  the 
loss  of  life  will  not  stop  the  growth  of  God's 
kingdom  in  Nigeria,  Baptist  workers  say. 

Rioters  killed  21  members  of  one  Baptist 
church  and  burned  17  Baptist  church 
buildings  and  13  pastors'  homes,  reported 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  Don 
Copeland.  Another  six  church  buildings 
only  were  looted,  apparently  because  they 
were  located  too  close  to  Muslim  homes  to 
be  burned. 

Four  days  of  clashes  between  Muslims 
and  Christians  in  the  northern  Nigeria  city 
broke  out  Feb.  20  as  Christians  protested 
Muslim  activist  appeals  to  institute  Islamic 


criminal  law  in  Kaduna  state.  Hundreds  of 
people  were  killed.  Mosques,  churches, 
and  businesses  were  burned.  Hundreds  of 
vehicles  were  destroyed  or  damaged. 

Nigeria's  president,  Olusegun  Obasanjo, 
a  southern  Christian,  condemned  the  vio¬ 
lence,  which  quickly  spread  to  the  south¬ 
eastern  town  of  Aba,  wnere  Muslim  traders 
were  killed  by  Christians  in  revenge  for  the 
Kaduna  attacks.  v?  .  _ 

Within  days,  leaders  of  Muslim  north¬ 
ern  states  agreed  not  to  pursue  strict 
"Sharia"  law  in  order  to  preserve  peace. 
Newspapers  in  the  country  speculated  the 
violence  actually  was  inspired  by  northern 
politicians  ousted  in  the  elections  that 
Drought  Obasanjo  to  power. 

Emeritus  Nigeria  missionary  Payton 
Myers  had  traveled  to  Nigeria  to  nelp 
repair  a  single  men's  dormitory  on  the 
Kaduna  seminary  campus.  He  was  unable 
to  reach  the  campus  Feb.  21  because  of  the 
rioting. 

After  the  violence  subsided,  Myers 
bought  com,  cassava,  and  other  foodstuffs, 
and  took  them  to  the  Kaduna  air  force  base, 
where  both  Muslims  and  Christians  had 
taken  refuge  from  the  fighting. 

He  watched  as  the  people  killed  at  the 
seminary  were  buried  in  a  mass  grave  in  a 
nearby  cemetery  —  where  the  battle  for  the 
seminary  had  raged  two  days  earlier. 

"These  people  are  witnesses  that  there  is 


more  to  life  than  simply  escaping  death," 
Myers  said.  "I'm  very  grateful  for  being  able 
to  have  a  little  part  to  play  in  helping  meet 
some  of  the  needs  of  the  people  at  this  time." 

Southern  Baptist  missionary  physician 
Dale  Gray  helped  care  for  the  wounded  at 
the  air  force  base,  and  chaplains  there  min¬ 
istered  to  people's  needs  as  well,  Copeland 
said.  Nigerian  Baptist  churches  ana  their 
national  convention  have  provided  disas¬ 
ter  relief  assistance  to  victims  of  the  rioting. 

Classes  for  graduating  seniors  will 
resume  after  Easter  at  a  temporary  loca¬ 
tion,  the  seminary's  board  of  governors 
decided,  but  other  students  may  not 
resume  their  studies  until  August  or  even 
January.  ’  , 

The  board  of  governors  is  discussing 
whether  to  rebuila  the  seminary  campus  at 
its  present  site* or  relocate,  Copeland  said. 

Despite  the  physical  damage  to  build¬ 
ings  and  the  loss  of  life  and  personal  pos¬ 
sessions,  the  attacks  in  Kaduna  are  no  set¬ 
back  for  churches  there,  Myers  said  * 
"The  church,  the  kingdom  of  God,  is  not 
in  buildings  made  with  human  hands,  but 
in  the ’hearts  of  those  who  have  been 
touched  by  God,'  Myers  said.  "The  burn¬ 
ing  of  buildings  will  never  stop  the  move¬ 
ment  of  the  church  in  Nigeria  or  anywhere 
"btee. 

"From  the  ashes  will  come  a  strong, 
more  alive  church. ' 


Hand-cranked  tape  player  effective  Gospel  tool 


MARALAL,  Kenya  (BP)  — 
Slowly  the  crank  goes  round  and 
round,  generating  electricity  to 
start  the  machine.  The  people 
sitting  around  it  stare  —  amazed 
—  when  the  box  "speaks." 

At  first,  they  laugh  nervous¬ 
ly.  Then  a  silence  falls  on  the 
group  as  they  listen  to  the  box 
tell  of  a  God  they  do  not  know. 

Don  Dolifka,  an  International 
Mission  Board  missionary  in 
Kenya,  offers  the  hand-cranked 
tape  recorder  to  a  man  sitting  in 
the  circle.  He  drops  his  club  and 
spear  to  continue  cranking.  Soon, 
the  group  of  10  sits  motionless, 
soaking  m  every  word. 

"They'll  sit  like  that,  listen¬ 
ing  to  the  tapes,  until  mid¬ 
night,"  says  Dolifka. 
"Tomorrow,  they'll  do  the  same 
thing  —  only  next  time  even 
more  will  show  up  to  hear  the 
box  that  speaks  Samburu." 

Dolifka  and  his  wife,  Mary 
Alice,  say  this  church-planting 
method  nas  resulted  in  more 
than  150  "contact  points"  among 
the  Samburu  (Sahm-BOO-roo) 
people  of  northern  Kenya.  A 
year  ago  there  were  only  10  con¬ 
tact  points  —  places,  usually 
under  a  tree,  where  people  gath¬ 
er  to  hear  a  lesson  from  the  Bible. 

The  Samburu  have  not 
always  been  this  responsive  to 


"The  danger  we  found  is  their 
beliefs  are  so  close  [to 
Christianity]  that  sometimes  they 
don't  see  tne  difference,"  Dolifka 
observes.  "We  had  to  find  a  way 
to  let  them  see  and  experience  the 
difference  Jesus  Christ  makes." 

Doors  began  to  open  with  a 
project  aimed  at  the  most 
important  thing  in  a  Samburu's 
life  —  cows.  In  Samburu  cul¬ 
ture,  the  number  of  cattle  a  man 
owns  determines  his  wealth 
and  status  in  the  community. 

The  animal  care  project  took 
shape  after  Dolifka  noticed  that 
80%  of  sicknesses  could  be 
treated  by  someone  other  than 
a  veterinarian.  Three  Samburu 
church  leaders  learned  how  to 
treat  the  ailments. 

The  main  emphasis  of  the 
animal  care  project  is  God's 
healing  power.  Workers  care¬ 
fully  pray  for  each  animal  treat¬ 
ed  and  thank  God  when  one  is 
healed.  "The  prayer  has  made  a 
big  difference,"  reports  George 
Lenguro,  one  of  the  church 
leaders  trained  to  treat  the  ani¬ 
mals.  "People  know  it  is  not 
our  medicine  but  God's  power. 
They  saw  that  God  was  accept¬ 
ing  our  prayers,  and  they  began 
wanting  us  to  treat  their  ani¬ 
mals." 

While  the  animal  care  project 


lating  the  Gospel  of  Luke  in  his 
mud-packed  home.  It  was 
about  this  time  the  Dolifkas 
began  "storying"  the  Bible  by 
usinghand-cranked  tape  play¬ 
ers.  The  cassettes  explain  the 
Bible  chronologically. 

"The  people  would  rather 
listen  to  the  tapes  than  me," 
Dolifka  says.  "That's  because 
this  box  speaks  their  language." 

The  Samburu  play  these 
Bible  lessons  before  most  com¬ 
munity  meetings.  Young  men 
listen  to  them  while  watching 
the  herds  of  cattle.  Women  ana 
children  listen  at  the  water 
source.  Elders  listen  while  sit¬ 
ting  in  the  afternoon  shade. 


"The  people  see  this  is  pure 
Samburu.  It  is  God's  Word,  and 
he  is  speaking  to  us  in  our  lan¬ 
guage,  Lenguro  says.  "Because 
Goa  is  speaking  to  us  in 
Samburu,  the  people  feel  this 
must  be  an  important  message, 
and  they  must  listen  and  learn." 

"This  rapid  growth  is  not 
something  we  did,"  Mary  Alice 
Dolifka  says.  "It  is  the  direct 
result  of  God  working  in  the 
lives  of  the  Samburu. 

"They  have  taken  the  gospel 
message  seriously  and  spread  it 
everywhere  they  go.  They  feel 
that  everyone  needs  this  mes¬ 
sage,  and  it  is  their  duty  to 
share  it." 


Crutchley 
named  dean  at 
SWBTS 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP) 
—  Trustees  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  elected  a  new  dean 
for  the  seminary's  school  of 
theology  March  7  during  their 
biannual  meeting. 

David  Crutchley,  an  associ¬ 
ate  professor  of  New  Testament 

at  the  Fori  — - 

sem 

named  the  f  *|r 

ninth  dean 

•  i'  JL  mr 

school  of 

theology,,  JMMk 


r’  ' t 

seven 
months  alter 

he  joined  Crutchley 

the  South-  7 

western  faculty'.  He  will  offi¬ 
cially  begin  as  dean  June  1. 

Crutchley,  45,  w'as  born  in 
Rhodesia,  now  known  as 
Zimbabwe.  He  came  to  the  U.S. 
to  attend  Southwestern,  where 
he  felt  called  to  the  ministry.  He 
married  Carol,  the  daughter  of  a 
missionary  to  Zimbabwe,  while 
he  was  in  the  United  States  and 
became  a  U.S.  citizen.  After 
graduating,  he  .  taught  at 
Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville, 
Ky.,  and  at  Ouachita  Baptist 
University  in  Arkadelphia.  Ark. 

In  1984,  he  was  appointed 
by  the  then-Southem  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board  (now 
International  Mission  Board)  to 
South  Africa  where  he  taught  at 
Cape  Town  Baptist  Theological 
College  and  Seminary. 


the  gospel.  Things  have  come  a  opened  doors  for  sharing  the 
long  way  since  the  Dolifkas  gospel,  the  Dolifkas  knew  more 
began  work  with  these  naa  to  be  done, 
nomadic  cousins  of  the  Maasai  For  the  Samburu  to  be 

people  in  1990.  reached,  they  needed  the 

The  average  Samburu  prays  gospel  in  their  own  language, 
to  a  god  every  morning  but  Neither  of  the  Dolifkas,  howev- 
does  not  have  a  concept  of  a  er,  spoke  Samburu. 
personal  relationship  with  God  Tne  solution  came  three 

the  Father  or  knowledge  of  months  later  when  Lenguro 
Jesus  Christ  as  Savior.  The  approached  the  missionaries 
Samburu  believe  in  an  omnipo-  ana  said  God  wanted  him  to 
tent  and  omnipresent  god  translate  the  Bible.  Lenguro,  an 
called  NkAi.  elder  in  the  tribe,  began  trans- 


GOD  SPEAKS  SAMBURU  —  Residents  of  a  Samburu  village  check  out  the  contents  of  a  "church 
start  kit"  they  just  received  from  Baptist  workers  who  are  planting  churches  among  Kenya's  people 
group.  The  kit  includes  a  hand-cranked  tape  player,  tapes  of  sermons  in  the  Samburu  language,  and 
flip  charts  illustrating  Bible  stories.  Villagers  w  ill  sit  for  hours,  listening  to  the  sermon  tapes,  mission¬ 
aries  say.  (BP  photo  by  Grace  Robinette) 
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ChuRch/ Association 
New  Hope/Golden  Triangle 
New  Providence/Coptah 
Berwick/Mississippi 
Harmonv/Pearl  River 
Hopewell/Choctaw1 
Mt.  Pisgah/Choctaw 
Pilgrims  Rest/Webster 
HiUcrest  Road/Pearl  River 
Mt.  Pleasant/Holmes 
Beulah/Holmes  j 


CP  Gifts 
$  4,881 
$  4,574 
$  4,539 
$4,186 
$  3,915 
$  3,481 
$  3,016 
$  2,814 
$  2,770 
$  2,667 


$  5,001 
$  4,855 
$  4,236 
$  4,169 
$  4,105 
$  4,080 


Church/Association 

Sabougla/Calhoun 

Old  Hebron/Covington-leff  Davis 

Oldtown/Calhoun 

Crosby/Mississippi 

Hebron/Mississppi  ; 

Unity/Greene 

Center  Ridge/Kemper 

Enon/Nortn  Central 

Clear  Branch/Lincoln 

Scotland/Montgomery  j 


Church/Association 

Calvary/Panola 

Cliff  Temple/Adams 

Black  Jack/Yazoo 

Liberty/Lauderdale 

Riverside/Wayne 

Concord/Yazoo 

Hebron/North  Central 

Ethel/Attala 

FBC,  State  Line/Wayne 

Interstate/Mid-Delta 


CP  Gifts 
$  9L659 
$  7,936 
$  7,357 
$  7,302 
$  7,283 
$  7,241 
$  7,000 
$  6,935 
$  6,514 
$  6,303 


CP  Gifts 
$26,567 
$19,354 
$12,954 
$12,953 
$11,962 
$11,538 
$11,487 
$11,468 


pro-  largest  amounts 
abled  ana  published 
adership  in  Cooperative 
ith  joy  what  For  more 
gthe  is  tries  contact 
associate 


CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY:  J40JRR  -  $54, W 


#  * 


Mississippi  Baptist 
2000  Cooperative  Program  Budget 
Grand  Total:  $28,083,349 


Administrative 
Support  Services 
$1,587,563 


World  Missions/SBC 
$10,390,839 


Christian  Education 
$5,875,514 


Church  Development 
Ministry 
$3,694,089 


Church/Association  ill  I  1  1  j  ;  CP  Gifts 

FBC,  Anguilla/Sharkey-lssaquena  M  $19,261 

Cherry  Creek/Pontotoc  $18,932 

Liberty/Ponlotoc  j  !  $16,377 

Calvary/Winston  M  |  |  >  $16,276 

Spring  Creek/Neshoba  $15,836 

FBC,  Beaumont/Perry  ill  j  $14,502 

Morgan  Chapel/Golden  Triangle  i  $14,292 

East  Fork/Mississippi  i  I  $14,036 

Camp  Creel^lee  $13,510 

Calvary/Newton  |  j  j  |  $13,021 

Church  Offering  Categories  based  on  undesignated  gifts  reported 
on  the  Annual  iQhurch  Profile  (Oct.  97-  Sept.  9§) 


CSaffiatsnOTiEC 


CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY;  $100,000  -  $149,999 

CP  Gifts 
$37,231  1 
$36/467 

$29,7*2 

$28,851 
$27,281 
$24,239 
$22,782 
$22,104 
$21,779 
$21,586 


Church/Associa  tioh 

Shiloh/Lawrence 
Ecru/Pontotoc 
Skene/Mid"  Delta 
Harmontown/lafayette 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


At  Prentiss  Church  in  Covington-Jefferson  Davis  Association,  mission  support  is  no  small  matter. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  support  for  missions  through  the  Cooperative  Program  (CP)  is  such  a  significant 
percentage  of  the  church's  yearly  budget  that  it  means  other  sacrifices  have  to  be  made. 

According  to  Randy  Rich,  pastor  at  Prentiss  Church,  church  members  give  24  %  of  undesignated 
receipts  to  CP,  the  Southern  baptist  Convention's  (SBC)  unified  mission  support  program. 

This  means  24  cents  of  every  dollar  given  to  the  general  fund  at  Prentiss  Church  is  taken  off  the 
top  and  sent  first  as  CP  gifts  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  in  Jackson,  where  a  por¬ 
tion  is  kept  to  fund  mission  work  in  Mississippi,  and  then  on  to  Nashville,  where  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  SBC  divides  the  money  between  the  International  and  North  American  Mission  Boards, 
the  six  SBC  seminaries,  and  several  other  denominational  entities. 

In  terms  of  mission  support,  however,  there's  more.  In  addition  to  the  24%  in  CP  gifts,  Prentiss 
Church  gives  four  percent  to  their  association  and  another  one  percent  for  the  association's  building 
program.  They  also  support  the  Pearl  River  Community  College  Baptist  Student  Union,  a  local  jail 
ministry,  and  a  local  radio  ministry. 

After  all  these  mission  efforts  are  supported,  then  the  church  budgets  funds  for  staff,  programs, 
utilities,  and  building  upkeep,  Rich  saia.  , 

As  a  result  of  those  priorities,  there  is  only  one  full-time  staff  member  ana  two  ministry  assistants 

■even  though 

Prentiss  Church 
runs  nearly  300  in 
Sunday  School  and 
worship. 

All  other  min¬ 
istry  positions  are 
staffed  by  part- 
time  workers, 
including  minister 
of  music,  youth 
minister,  ana  out¬ 
reach/  senior  adult 
minister. 

"This  level  of 
support  costs  you 
Kmething,  but  if  it 

are  willing  to  make 
the  sacrifice  and 
make  up  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  other  wravs. 

"I  think  we  do 
better  with  our 
part-time  staff  than 
many  churches  do 
with*  full-time 
staff,"  Rich  said. 

For  the  1998-99 
church  year, 

Randy  Rich  Prentiss  Church 

members  gave 

$85,667  to  CP.  Not  only  did  that  figure  represent  24%  of  their  regular  giving  it  also  represented  an 
increase  of  $17,027  over  1997-98.  . 

Rich  said  the  CP  percentage  has  remained  steady  at  24%  for  many  years  —  but  the  dollar  increase 

is  a  reflectioa  of  sacrificial  giving  on  the  part  of  the  congregation.  „ 

"This  chufch  has  a  heart  For  missions,"  Rich  said,  "and  our  giving  is  just  one  demonstration  of  this. 
In  addition  to  strong  mission  giving,  Prentiss  is  also  heavily  involved  in  mission  "doing." 

Each  year,  with  the  help  of  the  B.  C  Griffith  Endowment,  the  church  sends  the  pastor  and  others 
on  mission  trips  around  the  world.  .  . 

"Last  March  I  was  able  to  teach  a  preaching  course  at  the  Baptist  seminary  in  Odessa  (Ukraine), 
Rich  said.  Mississippi  Baptists  are  currently  conducting  a  partnership  with  Ukraine  Baptists. 
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First  Church,  Ridgeland,  Shady  Grove  Church, 
will  host  Paid  in  Full  in  concert  Batesville,  held  a  note  burning 
on  May  7  at  10  a.m.  The  concert  for  its  debt  free  parsonage.  The 
will  be  held  on  high  attendance  parsonage  was  completed  June 
day  in  Sunday  School.  Grant  l999t  with  a  debt  of  $36,000. 
Arinder  is  pastor.  The  .total  cost  was  $78,000. 

.  Also,  the  church  celebrated 

Twin  Lakes  Church,  Jackson,  one-year  anniversary  of  Terry 
celebrated  ground  breaking  for  Tribble,  pastor,  and  nis  family, 
its  new  sanctuary  at  Lake  Pictured  (from  right  to  left) 
Cavalier  Road  on  April  2.  Tribble,  Brad  Pierce,  Tim 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Cliff  Douglas,  Clemmie  Bay,  Barbara 
Fortenberry,  minister  of  music;  Perkins,  Ray  Manning,  Rusty 
Curtis  James;  Dave  Moore;  Hugh  Perkins,  ana  Wayne  Putman. 
Smith,  pastor;  Greg  Spencer, 

minister  of  children  and  youth;  Clarke  College  alumni 
building  committee  members  homecoming  will  be  held 
Helen  Entrekin,  Woody  Holt,  Saturday,  April  15,  at  Calvary 
Kaye  Pryor;  Carolyn  deVeer,  Roy  Chuach,  Newton.  The  day 
Stewart;  builder  Perry  Richards;  begins  with  registration,  fellow- 
and  Renee  Rice  of  the  Merchants  ship,  and  refreshments  in  the 
and  Farmers  Bank.  Family  Life  Building  at  8:30  a.m.. 


Homecomings 

Calhoun,  Hot  Coffee:  April 
30;  service,  11  a.m.  followed 
by  lunch  in  fellowship  hall, 
afternoon  service;  Ben 
Carlisle,  former  pastor,  guest 
speaker. 

Bond,  Philadelphia:  April 
30;  service,  11  a.m.  with  a 
message  by  Claude  Huguley, 
former  pastor;  lunch  will  be 
served  following  services. 

Puckett  (Rankin):  April  30; 
Puckett  Cemetery  Association, 
(note:  date  change);  11  a.m.: 
dinner  in  fellowship  hall;  Perry 
Sander.fp.rd<. .. . speaker ; 
Grant  McElveen,  pastor. 


Note  burning  at  Shady  Grove  Church,  Batesville 

dudes  election  of  offi-  by  Eric  Hovind  of  Creation 
^cognitions,  memorial  Science  Evangelism  (CSE), 

-  moments,  Pensacola,  Fla.  The  seminar  will 

singspiration  (led  be  held  on  April  16  through 
by  Harold  April  1 9  at  the  McKenzie  Arena, 

■■I  Sinclair),  and  Hinds~~€ommunity  College, 
message  bv  Hugh  Raymond.  Hovind  will  conduct 
Poole.  The  day  the  regular  Sunday  morning 
A  ■  concludes  with  worship  service,  which  will  be 
B  jfl  lunch  ($7  per  per-  held  at  the  Wright  &  Ferguson 
}  Ison)  in  fellow-  Funeral  Home  location  in 
ffj?  I  ship  hall.  James  Raymond.  He  and  his  wife, 
I  |E.  Griffith  is  who  is  from  the  Ukraine,  will  be 
1  alumni  associa-  sharing  information  on  a  recent 
H  1  tion  president.  mission  trip  to  that  country.  The 
B  1  seminar  will  begin  Sunday 

Palestine  evening  at  7  p.m.  For  additional 
|g§Bc  h  u  r  c  h  ,  information,  call  Jerry  File,  pas- 
pr  I  Raymond,  will  tor,  at  (601)  885-2002  or  visit  the 
f  1  host  a  seminar  on  CSE  web  site  at 
the  subject  of  "ere-  www.drdino.com. 

{IB  ation  vs.  evolu-  _ 

tion"  conducted 


Ground  breaking  at  Twin  Lakes  Church,  Jackson 


Monticello,  Monticello: 

April  30-May  4;  services,  7 
j.m.  each  night  except  6:30 
>.m.  on  Wed.;  Frank  Pollard, 
ackson,  evangelist;  Tim 
Daniels,  Madison,  music; 

i.,  noon  services 
with  Jon  Daniels,  pastor  of 
Monticello  Church,  preaching. 


Bethel,  Drew:  April  16-19;  7  Good  Hope,  Purvis:  April  23- 

p.m.;  Jerry  D.  Bingham,  28;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.; 

Greenville,  evangelist;  Larry  Mon.-Fri.,  7 p.m.;  James  E.  Messer 
Chouccoli,  pastor.  Sr.,  evangelist;  Jerry  N.  Watts, 

music;  John  E.  Watts,  pastor. 

Rawls  Springs,  Hattiesburg: 

April  16-19;  Sunday,  10  a.m.,  fol-  Darlove,  Hollandale:  April  Mon.-Thurs 
lowed  by  covered  aish  luncheon,  23-26;  Sunday,  11  a.m.;  Mon.- 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Campers  on 
Ron  Gaynor,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  evan-  Mission  will  conduct  services; 
gelist;  John  Cockrell,  pastor;  Ron  Roberts,  pastor. 

Wade  Murphy,  minister  of  music. 

Tate,  Corinth:  April  23-27; 

Griffin  Street,  Moss  Point:  Sunday,  sunrise  service  at  8 
April  16-20;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  a.m.  and  breakfast  served, 
p.m.  nightly;  Dan  Jones,  former  ^revival  services  begin  at  10:45 
pastor,  evangelist;  Herman  a.m.;  Mon.-Thurs.,  11:45  a.m. 

Cowart,  music;  Tommy  and  7  p.m.;  Jackie  Kay,  Looking 
Kendrick,  pastor.  Up  Ministries,  evangelist. 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


*  on  contract  advert  is- 
oount.  No  blind  ads. 


WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6  NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPA- 

to  15  passenger  vans,  customized  and  NY,  INC.  Old  Bibles  rebound.  Also 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates,  church  bulletins  arid  hymnals.  For 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601 )  more  information  call  662-453-7424 
948-3391 .  Since  1965.  of  fax  us  at  662-455-6743.  Located  at 

W  &  used.  107  North  Stone  Avenue, 
&  stained  Greenwood,  MS  38930. 
00^830-0583.  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
ssissippi's  only  Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
free  Bowling  Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601) 
ack-ins,  group  483-7958  or  gjJJ  1 -800-368-2705. 
and  leagues.  GROUPS  CttfLICELLER'S  COUNTRY 
Located  at  820  Cooper  Road,  (ackson,  DORM  RESORT,  Eureka  Springs,  Ark, 
MS,  (601)  372-7700.  for  excellent  seats  at  The  Great 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR:  Individual  Passion  Play,  plus  lodging/recreation, 
must  possess  desire/ability  for  assist-  and  meals,  all  for  just  $36  each! 
ing  the  church  in  creating  new  min-  Details:  1-800-859-8952. 
istry  models  and  a  willingness  to  MIN  OF  MUSIC  new  to  jackson  seeks 
have  responsibilities  directed  by  work.  FT/PT/supply/revivals.  Eight 
developing  as  well  as  existing  needs,  years  experience.  Excellent  refer- 
Send  resume  to  Associate  Pastor  ences.  Call  601 -206-1 1 63. 

Search  Committee,  Southwest  USED  CHURCH  PEWS  Contact 
Baptist  Church,  6401  Scanlan,  St.  Bethel  Baptist  Church,  601 -587-4661 . 
Louis,  MO  63139.  GOODWATER  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Baptistries, 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

328  Southgate  Court,  Brentwood,  TN  37027 

Call  Today 


(800)  370-6180 


Steeples  & 

RanHctrLt 


Ioiccpm  vx 

Baptistries 


LifeWay  Discount 
15  passenger  vans 
We  buy  used  buses 
www.carpenterbus.com 


Since  1953 


Available  in  20'  to  3T  models 


(12  to  47  passengers,  New  A.  Used) 
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April  13,  2000 


Cloyd  Ezell,  vice  president 
for  academic  affairs  at  William 
Carey  College,  announces  the 
following  promotions  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus.  Daniel 
Caldwell,  Petal,  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  religion;  Cheryl  Dale, 

¥  I  .  il*  _1 _ _  •  .  ■'  £■ 


American  Association  on 
Mental  Retardation  sponsor  the 
seminar.  A  pre-conference 
workshop  entitled  "Doing 
Person-Centered  Planning  with 
Aging  Individuals  with 
Diagnosed  Dementia"  wilt  be 


Hattiesburg,  associate  profes-  Thursday,  April  27, 9  a  m.  -  3:30 


sor  of  business;  Miroslav 
Loncar,  professor  of  music; 
Connie  Roberts,  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  music;  and  Laurie 
Glaze,  assistant  professor  of 
business.  The  Board  of  Trustees 
voted  to  confer  tenure  to 
Barbara  Ferguson  of  Metairie, 
and  Mary  Nesbitt.  Ferguson 
and  Nesbitt  serve  as  assistant 
professors  of  nursing. 

T 

Mississippi  College  School 
of  Nursing  is  presenting  its 
biannual  Health  Fair.  The 
Health  Fair  will  be  held  from 
noon-6  p.m.  on  April  12  at  First 
Church  in  Clinton.  For  more 
information,  call  the  School  of 
Nursing  at  (601)  925-3278. 

William  Carey  College 

(WCC)  -will  host  the  16th 
Annual  Conference  on  the 
Elderly  Mississippian  with  a 
Mental  Handicap  on  April  28, 
8:30  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m.,  in  the 
Kresge  Room  of  the  Thomas 
Business  Building  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus.  Mary 
Harper,  formerly  with  the 
National  Institute  on  Mental 
Health,  will  deliver  the  keynote 
address.  WCC,  the  Mississippi 
Department  of  Mental  Health, 
Boswell,  Regipi^JL  Center,  and 
the  Mississippi  Chapter  of  the 


p.m.  Speakers  will  be  Ed  Butler 
with  the  Mississippi 
Department  of  Health  and 
Linda  McDowell  of  the 
University  of  Southern 
Mississippi.  For  additional 
information  or  registration 
materials,  contact  Paul  Cotton 
at  (601)  582-6416,  or  write 
William  Carey  College,  Box  14, 
498  Tuscan  Avenue, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39401. 

‘Mississippi  College  depart¬ 
ment  of  music  will  present  its 
combined  choirs  in  a  perfor¬ 
mance  of  "Requiem"  on  April 
17  at  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Jackson.  The  concert, 
conducted  by  James  M. 
Meaders,  will  begin  at  7:30  p.m. 
Soloists  for  the  performance  are 
Richard  Joiner  and  Viola  Dacus. 
The  organist  will  be  Jeff 
McLelland.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  the  office  of  public 
relations  at  (601)  925-3239. 


Leaf  River  Church,  Smith 
County,  will  have  Resurrection 
Sunday  services  on  April  23, 
beginning  at  7  a.m.  Sunday 
School  will  be  held  at  10  a.m. 
and  Cantata  at  11  a.m. 


Charla  Jeter  (seated,  left)  of  Pascagoula  1998  graduate  of  William 
Carey  College  with  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree  in  religion,  has  been  accept¬ 
ed  at  Truett  Seminary,  Baylor  University  in  Waco,  Texas,  where  she 
received  a  full  tuition  fellowship.  Pictured  (standing,  from  left)  are  Dorman 
Laird,  professor  of  religion;  Bennie  Crockett,  professor  of  philosophy  and 
religion;  Daniel  Caldvyell,  associate  professor  of  religion  and  dean  of  the 
Cooper  School  of  Music;  (seated,  right)  Daniel  Browning,  professor  of  reli¬ 
gion.  Jeter  is  assistant  Baptist  Student  Union  director. 


Services 


Sonrise  services  will  be  held 
at  New  Elbethel  Church, 
Lafayette  Association,  at  6:30 
a.m.,  followed  by  breakfast.  The 
youth  vvillp resent  their  Easter 
program,  Three  Little  Trees,  on 


April  30  at  10:45  a.m.  The 
Austins,  gospel  trio  from  Carey 
Springs,  will  be  in  concert  on 
April  30  at  6  p.m.  Ron  Jenkins  is 
pastor  of  New  Elbethel  Church. 


children.com 


♦  Jan  Marler;  Preschool  Specialist  with  Life  Way 

♦  Rhonda  Reeves;  Mission  Friends  editor,  WMU 

♦  Cindy  Goodwin;  Florida  Baptist  WMU 

♦  Barbara  Brown;  Colonial  Heights 

Baptist  Church 

’  ♦  Virginia  Hess;  FBC,  Dothan,  Alabama 


Preschool/Children's 
Leadership  Festival 

May  5-6,  2000 
Colonial  Heights 
Baptist  Church,  Jackson 


♦  Donna  Bowman;  New  Orleans  Seminary 

♦  Virginia  Green,  MD;  Blake  Clinic  for  Children 

♦  Suzette  Sanderfer,  Children's  Specialist 

with  LifeWay 

♦  Diane  Wentworth;  Colonial  Heights 

Baptist  Church 

♦  Janet  Williams;  Preschool  Specialist, 


Leesburg  Church,  Morton, 

will  present  The  Power  of  His 
Touch  experience  the  resurrec¬ 
tion,  April  14-16  at  7:30  p.m. 
For  more  information,  call  the 
church  at  (601)  854-5306. 


Paid  in  Full,  an  Easter 
drama,  will  be  presented  at  First 
Church,  Richland,  Sunday-  \ 
Tuesday,  April  16-18,  at  7  p.m.. 
For  more  information,  call  the 
church  at  (601)  939-1715. 


BAPTISTRIES  t 

/  heaters  pumps 

FACTORY  DIRECT 

TOLL  FREE  NATIONWIDE 
1-900-251-0679 

FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
.  3511  HDCSON  PKE  •  CHATTANOOGA  TN  37«15, 


Staff  changes 

First  Church,  Pearl,  has 
called  Lori  Schuler  as  minister 
to  students  effective  March  27. 
She  will  also  be  leading  the 
student  choir.  Schuler  is  a 
graduate  of  Mississippi 
College  and  is  pursuing  her 
seminary  degree  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

Lone  Pine  Church,  Canton, 
has  called  Tom  F,  Rayburn  as 

pastor  and  Mary  Rayburn  as 
church  pianist. 

Calvary  Church,  Canton, 

has  called  Gowan  Ellis  as 
interim  pastor.  Ellis  retired 
from  the  First  Church,  Terry,  in 
Dec.  1997. 


'  Arkansas  Baptist  Convention 

Weekday  and  day  care  teachers<an  receive  up  to  7  hours  of  staff  development  credit  for  this  event. 


Registration  For m 

ChiWren.com:  High  Tech  -  High  Touch 

$10.00  registration  fee  is  due  by  April  24,  2000.  Make  checks  payable  to:  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

and  mail  to:  Discipteship  and  Family  Ministry,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 

“■*  » 

Group  Leader's  Name 
Church  Name 


NOW  HIRING  S 


Church  Address 


Church  Phone 


No.  Registered 


Group  Leader’s  Phone 


x  $10  per  person  = 


(amount  enclosed) 


LifeWay  Christian  Store  in  Jackson  is  now  accepting 
applications  for  the  following* 
full-time  positions: 

♦  Gift  Department  Full-time  postions 

♦  Music  Department  include  competitive 

♦  Church  Supplies  Department  vaca^JP  Ppy> 

▲  holiday  pay,  401 K, 

Stockroom  insurance,  and  much 

y  Sales  Rssociate  (part-time)  more.  For  more 

-w-  •  /*+  jr  'j'  information  contact 

LireWay.  tkss,' 

CHRISTIAN  STORES  J  at  f601 )  977-9676 


t  Court  Drive,  Suite  A  Jackson,  MS  39211 


April  13,  2000 


The  Baptist  Record 


Clear  Creek  Church, 
Taylorsville,  recently  held  dea¬ 
con  ordination  service  for 
James  Terry  Jones  and  Joe  Peale 
Blakeney.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Jones,  Blakeney,  and  James 
Fortenberry,  pastor. 

Amity  Church,  Chickasaw 
Association,  recently  held  a 
deacon  ordination  service. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Keith 
Sammuels;  Gary  Roberson, 
pastor;  and  David  Harold. 

Wayne  Hall  and  Paul  Bourg 

have  been  licensed  to  the  min¬ 
istry  by  Silver  Creek  Church, 
McComb.  Patrick  G.  Bourg, 
pastor. 


Jones,  Blakeney,  and  Fortenberry 


Thrasher,  Cook,  and  Foster 

James  B.  Cook  Jr. 

was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  on  Feb.  20  at 
First  Church  of 
Benndale,  by  Franklin 
Creek  Church  of  Moss 
Point.  Pictured  (from 


Trinity 
Church, 
Petal,  held  an 
ordination  of 
deacons  for 
Byron  Sigrest 
and  David 
Melton  on 
Feb.  27. 
Pictured 
(from  left)  are' 
Sigrest; 
Steven 
Johnson,  pas¬ 
tor;  "  and 
Melton. 


Thrasher,  Winnfield, 
La.;  Cook;  and  Greg 
Foster,  Franklin  Creek 
Church.  Cook  has 
been  pastor  of  First 
Churcn  of  Benndale 
since  Jan.  30. 


Sigrest,  Johnson,  and  Melton 


Sammuels,  Roberson,  and  Harole 


sprint  is  a  one-mile  swim,  fol-  recover  from  the  grueling  events  "We  want  to  have  live 
lowed  by  a  10,000-meter  run,  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Mmneola.  music,  refreshments,  and  testi- 
then  a  40-mile  bicycle  race.  The  First  Church  has  formed  a  team  monies  in  a  relaxed,  casual 
sport  is  now  included  in  the  that  plans  to  minister  during  the  atmosphere,"  said  pastor 
Olympic  games.  lull  between  the  race  and  Danny  Davis.  "We  want  it  to  be 

Already  the  site  of  more  awards  ceremony.  a  celebration." 

than  seven  triathlons  yearly, 

Clermont  soon  will  be  the  g 

home  of  the  USA  Triathlon  m  -  A 

“LTrsrigcr™  |W  mi  flWlATl  RAftTKT 


CLERMONT,  Fla.  (BP)  — 
The  central  Florida  town  of 
Clermont  is  emerging  as  an 
international  destination  for 
triathletes,  and  First  Church 
there  is  already  planning  to 
minister  internationally  with¬ 
out  leaving  home. 

A  triathlon  is  a  race  that 
includes  three  disciplines: 
swimming,  cycling,  and  run¬ 
ning.  Although  Americans  may 
be  familiar  with  the  Ironman 
Triathlon,  the  more  typical  race 
is  the  sprint  triathlon.  The 


Colorado  Springs  Olympic 
Training  Center  after  the  2000 
Olympics  in  Sydney,  Australia. 

The  national  championship 
and  the  world  championship 
qualifying  triathlons  have  been 
held  in  Clermont  and  almost 
eveiy  race  draws  more  than 
1,000  competitors. 

Most  races  are  held  on 
Sunday  mornings,  with  the 
awards  presented  after  the 
event.  While  waiting  on  the  offi¬ 
cial  results,  athletes  usually 


4th  Annual  Golf  Tournament 


Willow  Creek 

Saturday,  April  29th,  2000 

Registration  Deadline  •  7:30  am 
Saturday,  April  29th,  2000 

Starts  at  8:00  am 


MS  Positions  Available 


PART-TIME  MINISTER  Oh  MUSIC 

Send  resume  to:  Music  Search 
Committee,  c/o  Eastwood  Baptist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  466,  Indianola,  MS 
38751.  Call  601-887-4404. 

PIANIST  AND/OR  ORGANIST  NEED¬ 
ED  for  growing  church  in  Reservoir 
area.  Call  601-924-0569  or  829-1004 

for  more  information. _ 

PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER 
NEEEDED  for  Corinth  Baptist  Church, 
207  Church  Road,  Magee,  MS 
39111.  Telephone:  601-849-2795. 
Dean  Stewart  is  pastor  and  average 
attendance  is  1 80. 


$50  per  person  •  $200  per  team 

Prizes  and  Trophies 


READY,  SET,  GO  — 'Triathletes  wait  for  the  start  of  the  swim  race 
during  this  year's  U.S.  National  Championship,  held  in  Clermont,  Fla. 
First  Baptist  Church,  Clermont,  plans  a  ministry  to  athletes. 


Proceeds  will  go  towards  the  Annual 
Mission  Construction  Trip  for  the 
Flowood  Baptist  Church 
Brotherhood  Association. 


New  &  Used  Model  Bus  Clearance 

»l  1999  Turtle  Top  24  passenger  V  10  Gas  SS4.044.00  Make  an  offer! 

I  1989  Blue  Bird  40  passenger  Cummins  Diesel  $25,000.00  Make  an  offer! 

I  1989  Champion  22  passenger  Ford  Gas  $16,500.00  Make  an  offer! 

I  1994  Collins  25  passenger  Ford  Gas  $2(1500.00  Make  an  offer! 

I  2000  Blue  Bird  35  passenger  Cummins  Diesel  $89-300.00  Make  an  offer! 

These  units  must  sell!  c-f  s 

Monday  -  Friday  7:30  -  4:30  Y\  At 

1-65  •  Exit  242  •  Pelham.  AL 

Transportation  South,  Inc. 

800-367-9463  or  205-663  ABUS 


OPENING  FOR  EXPERIENCED 
PIANIST.  Southside  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson.  Please  contact  Bill  at  601  -974- 
2300  (day)  or  601-372-4773  (night). 


Call  Eddie  Cook  at  992-3711 
Flowood  Baptist  Church  at  992- 
for  more  information 
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Life  and  Work 

What  about  now? 

Revelation  22:7-17,  20-21 


means  we  are  not  to  add 
anything  to  them,  or  take 
anything  away.  We  are 
simply  to  obey  them.  This 
applies  not'  only  to 
Revelation,  but  to  the 


By  Michael  Jones 


knew  the  people  could  "rivals"  are  present  in  your  life?  favorite 
not  easily  give  exclusive  Our  passage  (v.  19)  speaks  of  in  suits 
devotion  to  God.  False  God  as  a  jealous  God,  out  per-  "ves  I  ai 
gods  in  Egypt  and  those  haps  a  better  word  woula  be  nately  I 
in  the  Promise  Land  vied  zealous.  Our  God  demands  it  a  seen 
for  the  loyalty  of  Israel.  exclusive  devotion  and  is>zeal-  we  shoe 
Joshua  challenged  the  ous  for  worship  that  belongs  to  through 
people  in  three  areas:  "(1)  him  alone.  A  warning  is  issued  giving  o 
He  called  on  them  to  fear  by  Joshua  (v.  20).  He  wanted  Joshu 
the  Lord  and  sen  e  him  in  the  people  to  understand  the  a  remin 
h.  It  had  consequences  if  they  made  a  serve  Gc 
decision,  commitment  to  God  and  failed  an  imp< 
ar  exclu-  to  live  up  to  their  commitment,  march  tl 
ad  alone  The  people  responded  twice  were  us 
Divided  that  they  would  keep  their  remind 
[  all.  (3)  commitment  to  God!  A  heap 

them  to  Joshua  speaks  to  believers  Achan  s 
giving  a  today.  We  can  learn  many  great  The  stor 
rourage-  truths  from  Joshua  24.  First,  we  bank  of 
for  me  must  not  straddle  the  fence  in  ness  to  u 
erve  the  our  commitment  to  God.  Toda> 
-  for  the  Second,  as  followers  of  Christ  to  remi 
we  should  exert  influence  on  events  i 
(w.  19-  others  rather  than  allowing  What  k 
■  people  them  to  influence  us.  Third,  we  Christia 
.  God  is  should  not  take  lightly  our  to  remei 
*  decision  to  follow  Christ.  tual  evei 

rivals.  The  Lord  cannot  be  one  of  Fourth,  we  should  be  public  Smi/sc 

several  gods  in  our  lives.  What  followers  of  Christ.  One  of  my  First  tint 


Explore  the  Bible 

Committing  to  faithful  service 

Joshua  24:14-25 

By  Keith  Sm 


where  God  appeared  [ 
to  Abraham  (Gen. 

12:6-7)  and  where  . 

Jacob  recommitted  Smyser 
himself  to  God  (Gen.  (! 

35:1-4).  It  was  also  a  central  sive  de 
location  for  all  the  tribes.  was  to 

Joshua  reviewed  all  that  God  loyalty  is  no 
had  done  for  the  people  of  Joshua  also  c 
Israel  (vv.  1-13).  Why  is  it  choose.  He  e 
important  for  us  to  remember  personal  exan 
the  activity  of  God  in  our  lives?  ment  when  h 
The  act  of  looking  back  and  rriv  house 

reminds  us  to  give  God  the  Lord'"' (Joshu, 
credit  for  all  that  you  have  and  Future), 
all  that  you  are  in  life!  It  is  also  Heed  the 
important  to  note  that  Joshua's  25a).  Joshua  1 

words  in  verses  8-10  remind  us  about  the  nati _ _ 

God  is  not  some  local  deity  but  holy  and  God  will  not  tolerate 
Lord  of  the  whole  earth! 

As  a  good  leader,  Joshua 


is  4:11,  shows  that  all  the  gifts  and  all  members  identify  their  gifts.  If 
4:10-11.  the  members  are  important,  we  can  get  the'right  persons 
etter  to  Though  We  are  many  mem-  with  the  right  gifts  doing  the 
has  the  bers,  we  are  one  body.'  right  jobs,,  the  church  wohld 

s.  Remember  also  that  the  then  function  properly. 

of  the  Spirit  is  the  one  responsible  for  Distinct  relationships  (v.  26). 
nd  the  tne  gifts.  Look  around  in  your  The  relationship  of  the  members 
of »  the  church  and  I'm  sure  you  will  is  important.  It  reveals  how 
it  with-  see  the  differences  of  the  mem-  deep,  or  shallow,  our  love  for 
rds,  the  bers'  gifts.  If  a  body  is  lacking  one  another  really  is.  When  the 
ommon  in  an  area  of  the  gifts,  they  relationship  in  the  body  is  right, 
e  body,  should  pray  for  God  to  pro-  fellow  church  members  are  not 
oasting  vide.  Chances  are  that  God  has  taken  for  granted  or  overlooked, 
erse  11,  already  provided.  This  is  one  When  it  is  not,  often  times  some 
stely  as  reason  we  should  be  careful  not  are  shown  more  appreciation,  or 
to  let  members  fall  through  the  given  more  affirmation,  than 
(vv.  12-  cracks.  If  they  are  not  active,  others. 

analo-  the  church  is  not  functioning  to  As  we  develop  the  right  rela- 
o  show  the  fullest.  It  takes  everyone  tionship  within  the  church  we 
e  mem-  doing  his  or  her  part  as  God  has  will  see  it  grow  to  maturity  as 
ly,  the  gifted  them  for  the  body  to  members  love  one  another,  use 
some  operate  to  the  max.  their  gifts,  and  serve  God 

h  more  Unfortunately  many  church  together.  Then,  "whether  one 
'  more  members  don't  know  their  gift-  member  suffers,  all  the  mem- 
rs?  Of  edness.  They  have  not  discov-  bers  suffer  with  it;  or  one  mem- 
?  those  ered  how  God  has  empowered  ber  be  honored,  all  the  mem- 
e  gifts  them  in  the  area  of  spiritual  bers  rejoice  with  it." 
ing  the  gifts.  In  our  churches  we  may  Grantham  is  pastor  of  Pineinew 
church  need  to  do  a  better  job  helping  Church.  Clinton. 


Grantham 


Conference  sets  focus  on  children's  worship 


Texas  WMU 
leader  plans 
retirement 


CEDAR  HILL,  Texas  (ABP)  — 
Longtime  Texas  missions  leader 
Joy  Fenner  has  announced  that 
she  will  retire  early  next  year. 

Fenner,  65,  has  been  execu¬ 
tive  director  treasurer  of 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  of 
Texas  since  1980.  Before  that, 
she  worked  seven  years  as  a 
staff  member  in  the  statewide 
missions  organization. 

Fenner  said  in  a  memo  to 
the  state  WMU  executive 
board  that  she  plans  to  retire 
Feb.  28,  2001 .  Announcing  her 
plans  now;  she  said,  would 
allow  a  personnel  committee 
"ample  time  to  review  the  pro¬ 
file  and  position  description,  to 
receive  recommendations  and 
evaluate  them,  and  to  prayer¬ 
fully  make  the  selection  of  a 
person  to  be  nominated  to  the 
executive  .board." 

Earlier  in  her  career,  Fenner 
and  her  husband,  Charlie,  were 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
in  Japan  1 4  years. 


Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

Frank  Lewis,  pastor 
of  First  Cnurch, 

Nashville,  said 

Southern  Baptists  have 
become  proficient  in 
evangelism  but  defi¬ 
cient  m  worship. 

"Worship  can  1 

evangelism,"  he  said,  tors  from  around  the  country  gathered  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  for  the  Children's  Worship  them  to  Jesus,  there  are 
"but  it  has  other  ele-  Conference  held  at  LifeWay  Christian  Resources,  March  20-22.  Pamela  Boucher  was  the  too  many  other  places 
ments,  too.  If  we  are  coordinator  of  the  Children's  Worship  Conference.  (BP  photo  by  Morris  Abernathy)  that  will  get  them." 

going  to  give  our  chil - LifeWay's  church 

aren  a  spiritual  childhood,  we  have  to  help  young,  he  recounted,  he  began  the  practice  resources  division  sponsored  the  Children's 
them  to  understand  the  value  of  God's  of  blessing  her  after  she  had  said  her  Worship  Conference.  Special-interest  semi- 
Word  and  to  have  the  ability  to  listen  to.it."  prayers  at  Dedtime.  The  tradition  has  con-  nars  were  offered,  along  with  demonstra- 

Adults  need  to  help  cnildren  "realize  tinued  with  both  his  children,  and  he  said  tions  of  varied  children's  worship  services. 
God  still  speaks  and  that  what  he  says  is  he  hopes  they  will  remember  that  blessing  Information  about  next  year's 
precious,"  Lewis  said.  when  they  face  temptations  as  youth.  Children's  Worship  Conference,  March  19- 

Children's  worship  leaders  need  to  lead  "It  is  as  simple  as  placing  my  hand  on  21  in  Nashville,  may  be  directed  to  Pamela 
parents  "to  reclaim  tne  biblical  responsibil-  their  heads  and  saying,  'Be  wise,  be  strong  Boucher,  children's  worship  consultant  for 
lty  of  blessing  their  children,"  he  contin-  and  be  pure.  In  Jesus'  name,  amen.'"  LifeWay  at  (615)  251-3614  or  by  e-mail  to 

ued.  When  his  first  child  was  still  very  Whether  children  worship  with  their  -  pboucher@lifeway.com. 
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thing  we  can  to  get  our 

^■CHILDREN'S  WORSHIP  CONFERENCE  —  Steve  Greer,  children's  pastor,  Indian  Hills  children  to  Jesus,"  he 
be  Church,  North  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  leads  preschool  leaders  in  worship  songs.  Preschool  direc-  said.  "If  we  don't  get 

Jl,  for  the  Children's  Worship  them  to  Jesus,  there  are 


DNA  study  :  humans  not  linked  to  Neanderthals 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  sequence  in  3.5%  of  the  loca- 
Two  key  samples  of  tions  tested,  while  the  differ- 
Neanderthal  DNA  "are  differ-  ence  with  humans  was  7%, 
ent  from  that  of  modem  which,  according  to  scientists, 
humanity,"  according  to  a  is  substantial, 
study  in  the  journal  Nature.  The  Neanderthal  baby. 

This  finding  "adds  weight"  to  according  to  Nature's  use  of 
the  view  that  Neanderthals  "per-  evolution-oriented  dating,  died 
ished  without  contributing  to" 
the  human  gene  pool.  Nature 
noted  in  its  March  30  edition. 

The  finding  runs  counter  to 
those  in  modem  scienc4  who 
argue  that  humans  evolved,  at 
least  partly,  from  Neanderthals. 

Others  in  secular  science 
acknowledge,  meanwhile,  that 
Neanderthals  are  more  like 
"cousins"  rather  them  ancestors 
of  modem  humans. 

In  a  March  29  report  on  ABC 
News'  Internet  site,  researcher 
William  Goodwin  of  the 
University  of  Glasgow  in 
Scotland  said  of  his  study  in 
Nature:  "...  there  are  no  exam¬ 
ples  of  humans  having 
Neanderthal-type  DNA." 

Goodwin,  in  collaboration 
with  scientists  from  Russia  and 
Sweden,  compared  a  DNA 
sequence  from  the  bones  of  a 
Neanderthal  baby  found  in 
Russia's  Caucasus  Mountains 
with  a  1997  study  of  a  DNA 
sequence  from  a  Neanderthal 
skeleton  found  in  Germany. 

In  scientific  terms,  according 
to  ABCNEWS.com,  the  baby's 
DNA  sequence  in  material 
within  its  cells  known  as 
"mitochondria"  differed  from 
the  other  Neanderthal 


Btbliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
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LFTX  PBRAY:  PEPGPS 


Clue:  O  =  D 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  John  Sixteen:  Two. 


The  Baptist  Record 


April  13, 2000 


